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Duisburg Nord Research 

By Peter Latz 



Peter Latz was born in Saarland Germany 1939 and was initially               

introduced to architecture by his father. But studied landscape                

architecture himself at the University of Munich in 1964. Followed by a            

Postgraduate study in Urban Planning in Ruth Aachen in 1968 and is best 

known for his emphasis on the conversion of former industrialised     

landscapes.  

 

Philosophy and quotes: 

• He held the belief that materials had value and should be recycled or 

reconditioned in new developments as an act of sustainability.  

• “Decisions must be made about what can be designed and what 

should be left unchanged. These decisions arise I deliberations and 

thereby assume the character of the design process”. 

• Consideration of the existing site concurrently becomes the design  

process. 

• Latz was chosen as the designer for Duisburg Nord due to his pro-

posed appropriate working method rather than figurative and       

conspicuously coloured overall design. 

• He aimed to promote the continued protection of processes in the     

future. 

Peter Latz’s Philosophy 



Locality  

Duisburg Nord is located in the north west of Germany just north of Duisburg. The city is 

best know for it’s large harbour and waterfront which has become a nightlife and dining   

district. Along with its own Landscape park representing its industrial history.  

The park is highly accessible from the city via, tram, bus, car and is part connected to the  

regional cycle trails (Emscher Park Cycle route or Industrial Heritage Cycle Route) which    

directly lead through the site.   



Duisburg Nord Principle Ideas 

Duisburg Nord, formally Meiderich Iron Works in Germany was an abandoned iron works and was transformed into a monument to the iron industry 

and cultural biotope. The ironworks were closed in 1985 and left untouched for five years until Peter Latz and Partners won the design competition and 

carried out their project until 2002.  

Reusing and recycling demolition material in the park was one of the top priorities. For instance, they avoided "soil tourism," which involves bringing in 

or taking out materials. The recycled materials could be mixed into aggregate concrete mixtures, paths, or soil substrates for tree pits and plantings. 

Not only did they reuse existing materials from the site but also repurposed many of the iron works structure too. The 45m wide gasometer has now  

become the largest indoor diving basin at a depth of 13m in Europe  with an artificial reef and wreck.   



The garden on Wittfelder Strasse known as the Town Garden 

offered an opportunity for the community to be involved 

with the project. Many participants were previous workers at 

the Meiderich Iron Works reinforcing Latz’s ideology of        

retaining the memory of the iron industry.  

 

When uncovering the site a row of overgrown hawthorns 

created a tunnel through the space suggesting that they 

were planted, and there was once a garden. 

 

The community garden consists of remaining materials left 

over from the iron works laid within square compartments of 

recycled steel. Now over a decade later, the slates of waste 

material are now covered with a layer of furry moss implying 

that nature has now reclaimed the site.  

Including the Community 



Landscape Park Layout  

The 230 hectares landscape park follows the layout of the original      

Meiderich Iron Works with increased connectivity with new bridges and 

walkways through out. The site can be split ito 10 separate character     

areas.  

 

1. Baumplatz—Tree Plaza 

Located between the blast furnace and the power station it became the 

central visitor centre. The slag sub-base allowed the designers to plant a 

variety of trees. Species include Quercus robur, Pinus nigra austriaca, 

Aesculus  carnea ‘Briotti, and more. It now accommodates a broad range 

of events such as a beer garden, market, art work and seasonal events.  

 

2. Schwarzer Fels - Black Rock 

Rocks of slag made of ferromanganese casting appears as if the quarry 

had formed vertical walls. As an enclosed space dark space it traps heat 

creating the perfect environment for drought tolerant species to take 

root in the black sands. Species include clusters of Sedum acre, Papaver 

rhoeas and Chilopsis linearis.  

 

3. Flugdach - Fly Roof 

Iron clad dividers and light weight fly roof create a recreational space and 

meeting point for young people.  

 

4. Bunkergalerie - Gallery 

Composed of 21 compartments, enclosed by a 12m high concrete walls. . 

As a rocky landscape it was ideal for a climbing park now home to a local 

climbing club. They also created the ‘Alpine Ascent’, a park for children.  





5. Bunkervoplatz—Forecourt 

Maintained clipped hedges boarder self seeded birches and willows 

around the edge of the forecourt. The southern end maintains the old 

round clarifying basin as well as the cooling plant and its brightly paint-

ed fans. It is now suitable to hold large events and when not I use a 

rest and recreational space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Steinhallenplatz - Plaza 

Named after the stone hall used for the production of slag brick, the 

building had to be removed as It had fallen ito a state of disrepair. Now 

a group of pine trees mark the boundary where the bunker forecourt 

and Steinhallen plaza meet. Rainfall often fills the remaining concrete 

swales creating a temporary water feature.  

 

 



7. Sinterplaza - Sinter Plaza 

Where coal and minerals were mixed together making ‘sinter cake’, increasing there iron 

component resulting in the process in the blast furnace becoming more efficient. 4000  

cubic meters of recycled materials were produced and incorporated in the area 

(equivalent of 500 lorry loads). Elements of the sinter plaza were preserved and along 

with new elements create a plaza for recreational use.  

8. Cowper Platz - Cowper Plaza 

A grid layout of cherry trees planted in front of the dark blast stoves called Cowper stoves. 

The trees were planted at the request of the mayor of Duisburg who wanted to create a  

yearly blossom event. 



9. The Sinter Gardens 

Large store bunkers with over 30 compartments used to contain loads of ore, coke or lime and ashes. They have now been developed into the sinter gardens.                      

Contaminated bunkers were filled to the top and are now home to roof gardens which ca be viewed via a bridge above. Other bunkers had doorways and gates cut into 

the walls encompassing renaissance styled gardens as they were surrounded by high walls and felt like an interior space.  







10. Piazza Metallica  

Latz wanted to take the spirit of the place and make the 

process of iron production visible, illustrating how      

molten iron solidifies and is re-smelted. The smelting and 

solidifying process occurred in a water well which froze 

during winter creating unique patterns across the         

surface.  

This process was carried out 64 times and recorded. The 

most dramatic patterned slabs were selected and          

arranged into a 7×7 grid layout. The slabs were cleaned 

with a hammer, steel brush and high pressure cleaner to 

uncover the patterns.   



Duisburg Nord Group Presentation 











Group work—Plant Species Lists 

































Levels Workshop 

1:3 Slope  

Steepest slope for mowing grass 

1:4 Slope  

Steepest slope for walking by able bodied 

people 

1:6 Slope  

Slope for vehicles 

1:12 Slope  

Maximum gradient for DDA compliant     

disabled access 

1:20 Slope  

Maximum gradient for slope requiring DDA 

compliant approach for disabled access 



10.2m 

9.45m 

1.5m 
0.28m 

Slope 

1:30 

Slope 

1:21 

1.5m 



LRC Design Inspiration 

Peter Latz, designer of Duisburg Nord, inspired my Landscape Resource Centre (LRC) design through his thoughtful approach to an existing site. Latz approached Duisburg Nord with the aim to pre-

serve the history and character of the iron industry by maintaining key components of the site or repurposing materials.   



Existing Site 

Opportunities Constraints 

Moon Gate is a centre piece and view point within the   

garden. 

Northern planting hasn't been maintained, resulting in the 

shrubs growing tall and enclosing the area. 

Surrounding trees are mature. Pathways consist of dirt tracks. 

Brick wall is still fairly sturdy. Mature trees create a lot of shade. 

Ivy covers a lot of the wall softening the hard materials. Wall planting is low and has little variation in species and 

layers. 
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Scale 1:100 



Planting Plan 

Scale 1:50 

Soft Materials  

Acer palmatum 

'Orange Dream' 

Cornus angustata Pachysandra             

terminalis 

Hosta                              

'Rainforest Sunrise' 

Euphorbia                          

amygdaloides       

'Purpurea' 

Hebe 'Red Edge' Acuba japonica 

'Variegata' 
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'White Beauty' 

Digitalis ciliata Galanthus 'Gravity' 



Planting Plan 
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Planting Plan 

Scale 1:30 

Peter Latz’s approach to planting in Duisburg Nord started with looking 

at the existing plants. His philosophy was to retain most of the softscape 

or simply move existing plants around within the site. As a result when       

looking at my site I chose to keep some of the existing plants such as 

Ilex aquifolium (Variegated Holly), Cyrtomium falcatum (House Holly 

Fern) and Hypericum androsaemum (Tutsan). 

 

Many of the other plants I have introduced can also be found within the 

LRC ensuring that they will thrive in my sites environment. In addition to 

this the plants could also be grown from seed from the existing plants in 

the area reducing the cost of buying in plants and keeping the genetic         

material of the species the same.  

 

The section of plants ensure all year interest  with a variety of ever-

greens and different plants flowering throughout the year.  
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Planting Schedule  

         

Trees 

Number Species Common Name Size Girth Height Clear Stem Root Pot Size 

1 Acer palmatum 'Orange Dream' Japanese maple 'Orange Dream' Multi Stem 3 trunks 2-3m Feathered container 50L 

1 Cornus angustata Multi Stem 3 trunks 2-3m feathered container  50L 

         

Ground cover 

Number Species Common Name Size Root Pot size Habit Spacing Density 

9 Pachysandra terminalis Japanese spurge 'Green Carpet' 100-500mm Container 3L Well filled pot 500mm 5/m2 

7 Hosta 'Rainforest Sunrise' Plantain lily 'Rainforest Sunrise' 100-500mm Container 3L Well filled pot 500mm 5/m2 

4 Cyrtomium falcatum House Holly Fern 100-500mm Container 3L Well filled pot 500mm 5/m2 

         

Ornamental Shrub Planting 

Number Species Common Name Size Root Pot Size Habit Spacing Density 

6 Euphorbia amygdaloides 'Purpurea' Wood Spurge 'Purpurea' 500-1000mm Container 5L Well filled pot 450mm 5/m2 

7 Hebe 'Red Edge' 100-500mm Container 5L Well filled pot 450mm 5/m2 

2 Acuba japonica 'Variegata' Variegated Japanese Laurel 500-750mm Container 5L Bushy 1000mm 1/m2 

4 Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 100-500mm Container 5L Well filled pot 450mm 5/m2 

3 Ilex aquifolium 'Variegata' Variegated Holly 500-750mm Container 5L Bushy 1000mm 1/m2 

         

Perennials  

Number Species Common Name Size Root Pot Size Habit Spacing Density 

13 Helleborus 'White Beauty' 100-500mm Container 2L Well filled pot 500mm 5/m2 

21 Digitalis ciliata Hairy Foxglove 100-500mm Container 2L Well filled pot 500mm 5/m2 

         

Bulbs 

Number Species Common Name Size Placement Density 

120 Galanthus 'Gravity' Snowdrops 'Gravity' 100-200mm Planted in groups where ground is sparse on the edge 

of the beds. 

25/m2 



Task Frequency Notes 

Clean Benches Monthly Ensure benching and/or seating arrangements are well maintained removing any 

graphiti, bird faeces or rubbish. 

Litter picking Monthly The site is not used regularly, but still must be inspected for litter once a month. 

Inspections Yearly Check site for hazards, damages, cleanliness and uses. 

Pressure washing stepping stones Yearly Retain the colour and texture of the Indian sand stone. 

Rake Gravel Monthly Check for any gravel that may have escaped the pathway. Rake it back to retain the 

gravel for longer. 

Weeding Every six weeks from April to October Remove any unwanted plants within the site. 

Clear Leaves Fortnightly through autumn and winter Remove leaves from the gravel. 

Water When required Only water plants through period of prolonged drought. 

Pruning Annually Prune trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants to retain certain shapes and sizes. Com-

plete when specific plant species are dormant. 

Dead Head Monthly from May to October Dead head all flowering herbaceous plants to retain aesthetic and encourage plants 

to flower again throughout the season. 

Divide Plants Monthly in Autumn Remove self seeded species or plants that are dominating the scheme to retain the 

planting design. 

Maintenance Plan 



Hard materials  

When approaching the hardscape I chose materials which would compliment the sites existing materials. The orange tones of the Corten steel, teak wood and Indian sandstone produce a sense of 

warmth and comfort within the space whilst creating a variety of patterns and textures. The Gravel mix is encompassed by the Stainless steel rim. I chose the gravel path with stepping stones to 

create a defined pathway through the site and draw your view up towards the moon gate.  

 

Corten Steel 

 

Teak Wood 

 

Gravel Mix 

 

Polished Stainless Steel 

 

Indian Sandstone 



Path Detailing  

Path Construction 

Scale 1:10 

Loose Gravel Path  

1000mm 

Stainless Steel Rim 20mm 

Indian Sandstone Stepping 

Stones 800mm 

300mm 

Stainless Steel Rim 250mm 

Insitu Concrete 200mm 
Dowels at 900 centres 

200mm 

Loose Gravel Mix 50mm 

Sand Bed 30mm Depth Indian Sandstone 20mm Depth 

Sub base granular material  800mm by 50mm 

The mixed gravel path creates a different texture to the hardscape and is encompassed by the stainless steel rim. Indian sandstone stepping stones line the path and guides the users eye up          

towards the moon gate.  



Bench  

Construction 

Scale 1:10 

Bench Detailing  

Teak wood Planks 50mm 
Rubber Washers 30mm 

Teak wood plank  600mm 

Corten Steel Frame  

750mm 

Soil 150mm 

Insitu Concrete 

200mm 

Planks 60mm 

The Corten steel bench creates a rough texture in contrast to the smooth teak wood planks along the top. To prevent the wood rotting, rubber washers separate the planks from the bottom of 

corten steel and secured by screws. As a result water is able to drain from between the planks increases the durability of the wood. The legs of the bench are secured by concrete underground to 

stop the heavy structure from sinking into the ground when moist in winter.  



Rotating Bolt Detailing  

Screws attach the 

chair to the top of the 

Moon Gate 

Top bolt allows the chair to 

swing backwards and forwards 

Rotating bolt allows the chair to 

spin 360 degrees 

The bolt design allows the swing chair to move forwards and backwards and sing 360 degrees, but restricts it from swinging from side to side as it would crash into and potentially damage the 

existing moon gate around it. The swing chair will be constructed from teak wood due to its durability and painted with a varnish to intensify the warm brown tones.  



Sketch up Detailing 


